Work Sheet - Reaching unreached people groups in the Ubangi, Congo Dem. Republic
Revival and church planting

Dr. Ben Sawatsky, after visiting and interviewing leaders involved in the 1951-1952 revival, found that it had an incredible impact: New mission stations were opened, many received their call into ministry, the church was energized and Spirit-filled leaders emerged to guide the movement through the tumultuous sixties. He wrote “The revival in the Ubangi went much beyond personal renewal; it set entire congregations, communities, and even regions ablaze with zeal for God.” The catalysts were a returning missionary who had been touched by God during the Billy Graham Crusades in Los Angeles and a young Congolese Bible Institute graduate who joined him in prayer and fasting for revival.

1. Should church planters pray and fast for the revival of existing churches so that from them new churches might be started?

2. What do you see as the relationship between revival and church planting?

3. What role does prayer have in starting new efforts? What practical steps would you recommend?

Church Planting among Oral Culture Peoples
I was first exposed to Chronological Narrative Evangelism in Tanzania.  I witnessed a school teacher who was learning how to “story” in order to become a bi-vocational missionary to an unreached tribe.  Through stories and questions, he underlined the seriousness of sin. In oral culture societies, a logical gospel plan like the Four Spiritual Laws has little impact. However, using stories to teach new concepts works effectively. It also allows the non-literate to receive and share the gospel. This is how their history and traditions were passed on for ages.  Using familiar approaches enhance the credibility and increase the effectiveness.

1. What other ministry focus people might benefit from the storying of key narrative passages of the Bible?

2. Is this a transferable methodology that could be used by lay church planters?

3. What other principles or lessons emerge from the story of the CECU movement?
